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FROM THE TRUCKEE DONNER LAND TRUSTGREETINGS!

About the cover: A look 
back at newsletters from 
our last three decades.

A Look at Truckee  
Donner Land Trust Finances
for the 2019-20 Fiscal Year

MONEY WELL SPENT

Northstar 
Conservation 

Easement
$82,000

Martis Valley 
Kielhofer Donation

$100,000

Coppins Meadow 
Acquisition
$826,000

Martis Camp 
Conservation Easement

$3,214,000

Trimont Northstar 
Conservation Easement

Donation
$732,000

Carpenter Valley 
Acquisition Phase 2

$4,350,000

Webber Campgound 
Vault Toilets
$176,000

Black Wall Trail
$24,000

Donner Lake Rim 
Trail Extension
$85,000

Carpenter Valley 
Improvements
$56,000

Red Mountain, Sagehen, 
Crabtree Canyon

Acquisition
$5,200,000

Black Wall 
Acquisition
$164,000

Carpenter Valley 
Acquisition Phase 1

$2,396,000

New North Webber 
Campground
$247,000

New West Webber 
Campground
$57,000

Land Restoration 
Cold Stream
$85,000

Elizabethtown Trail
$34,000

Webber Lake 
Water System
$136,000

Coldstream Valley
Acquisition
$330,000
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OVER $18.31 MILLION IN LAND / CONSERVATION EASEMENT AQUISITIONS & IMPROVEMENTS
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

We hope this newsletter finds you well amid what 

has been an unprecedented time. At the Land Trust, 

we’ve taken this time to take stock of our organization 

and the people that have made it successful. Our 

staff has navigated this challenging period with 

grace and compassion, continuing our mission 

while being sensitive to the struggles of our partners 

and supporters whose lives have been impacted in 

countless ways. Our board continues to steward the 

organization through these financially uncertain times 

while keeping a keen eye toward opportunity. And you, 

our donors and supporters, have showed remarkable 

passion for our work despite the hardships you may 

be experiencing. Our gratitude for the dedication of 

everyone involved has never been stronger.

As we face this new future, we feel our work 

is more important than ever. We’ve all seen how 

anxious the earth is to heal in recent months, and 

our opportunity to participate through conservation 

remains of paramount importance. We are thrilled to 

complete the acquisition of Frog Lake, Red Mountain 

and Carpenter Ridge — with plans to build our first 

year-round backcountry hut for overnight adventures. 

Our campaign at Truckee Springs continues full 

steam ahead with the promise of providing the most 

immediate access to the Truckee River within the 

downtown core, while providing critical connectivity to 

many of the region’s favorite trails.

Two thousand twenty marks the 30th anniversary 

of the Truckee Donner Land Trust. I feel privileged 

to have inherited the responsibility of overseeing this 

amazing organization from a group of founders whose 

passion for conservation began around a coffee table 

at Donner Lake. I would love to know if in their wildest 

dreams they could have envisioned protecting 40,000 

acres of the Sierra, filling in the Checkerboard and 

providing a critical service to a thriving community.

While there are many heroes in our story, a dynamic 

duo deserves special recognition for having dedicated 

their careers to this organization. Perry Norris and 

John Svahn have collectively logged more than 30 

years with TDLT. Perry’s vision and John’s thoughtful 

planning have resulted in successful transactions 

rivaling much bigger organizations, the restoration of 

countless acres and access for the public to enjoy.

We are eternally thankful to Perry, the dedicated 

and tireless staff at TDLT, our Board and all of our 

supporters who have made this organization into what 

it is today. Best wishes for healthy, happy and safe rest 

of 2020.

Onward, 

 

 

Jeff Brown 

Board President

Truckee Springs, as pretty as a postcard, will incorporate a pedestrian bridge connecting the historic commercial core of Truckee to the Wild Side of Downtown. Watercolor by Jen Mahoney.

HOW FUNDS COME IN:
$9,098,700 TOTAL REVENUE

MONEY WELL SPENT:
$9,098,700 TOTAL EXPENSES

14% 11%

67%

Unrestricted
Donations
$1,018,200

Land
Donations
$6,106,600

Stewardship
Donations
$759,200

Prior Year
Donations
$1,214,700 8%

7%
3%

90%

Program 
Expenses & 
Investments 

in Land
$8,196,200

General & 
Administration

$604,100

Fundraising
$298,400
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existing public lands owned by the US Forest Service and California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife. The Town of Truckee can continue 

the paved Truckee River Legacy Trail west on its route eventually 

connecting from Glenshire to Donner Lake. Truckee Trails 

Foundation will be able to link to trails from the property, connecting 

to Sawtooth Trail, Big Chief Trail, and even the Tahoe Rim Trail 

beyond. A pedestrian bridge from West River Street to the property 

will make the connection from downtown to open space even easier.

For other's, it's about preserving the wild side of downtown. 

The Truckee River and natural lands are as defining of Truckee's 

character as the railroad and the Victorian homes and western 

storefronts.  Not only preserving open space right in the heart of 

town, but also giving people quick and easy access to it, will be a 

game changer for residents and visitors alike. Bear, deer, coyote and 

all sorts of other wildlife will still be able to move between the river’s 

edge and thousands of acres 

of upland habitat unimpeded 

by fence or development. 

Melting snows or falling rains 

will sink into natural surfaces — 

not sheeting off concrete and 

contributing sedimentation of 

the Truckee River.

Students of Truckee History 

appreciate preserving a piece 

of our community’s past  — as the 

property is the sight of the Ice 

Palace — a structure dreamt up 

by C.F. McGlashan and fellows 

to draw tourists off the train and 

to spend money in Truckee in 

the winter months.

Through the challenges of this year, imagining grabbing a 

sandwich from a downtown restaurant, walking over the pedestrian 

bridge, and sitting on a warm granite boulder on the edge of the 

river under an aspen tree has given the committee, Land Trust staff 

and board a lot of motivation to keep going. Others imagine riding 

a complete Legacy Trail with their children, removed from the road 

and speeding cars, from their neighborhood to Donner Lake. And 

others still are scheming major adventures, linking miles of dirt trails 

across our region.

Together, we can turn these dreams into a reality that will 

change the face of our town. Whether you see yourself on 

Truckee Springs on foot or on two wheels, sitting at a picnic 

table with friends or inflating a boat at the river’s edge for a trip 

downstream, we hope you share our excitement. To learn more go 

truckeedonnerlandtrust.org, or reach out to our staff today.

In these pages last year, the Land Trust announced a new kind of 

conservation project, one that isn’t thousands of acres  

of far-flung wilderness — but a smaller piece of open space right in 

the heart of our community.

Despite Truckee Springs small size of roughly 26 acres, this 

is a critical acquisition that aligns with the Land Trust’s mission — 

opening up river access right in downtown Truckee, connecting and 

opening public lands both upriver and uphill, paving the way for new 

trails, and preserving a key piece of habitat and watershed 

right on the Truckee River.

This year, the Land Trust comes back to you with updates 

on our progress, and a request for your help.

The community is enthusiastic about new open space 

in downtown. A diverse campaign committee of Truckee 

residents is leading the charge 

to raise the $2.5 million 

needed from private donors. 

See the article on page 29 

to learn more about this 

dedicated volunteer team.

The Land Trust is working 

diligently with the campaign 

committee to secure the 

necessary funding before 

2021. Thanks to the help 

of organizational partners, we’re off to a good start. California 

Natural Resources Agency has granted $1 million in Prop 68 

funding, and the Town of Truckee has committed $500,000. Vail 

Resort’s EpicPromise program has contributed $7,500, and the 

Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation has pitched in $5,000 

to help make this project a reality. The Land Trust is pushing our 

chips forward with a $2,000,000 contribution from a bequest and 

transfer fees it receives as mitigation from two developments.

Even so, plenty of work still 

remains. Private donations will 

be integral to the success of this 

project. Depending on your 

ability to give, the Land Trust 

is offering numerous naming 

opportunities to leave your 

mark on this beautiful property.

For some, the excitement 

for this project lies with 

access and connectivity. Not 

only has this property — and 

any reasonable access to 

the Truckee River in our 

downtown core — been closed 

off to the public for decades, 

but it’s also blocked access to 

Truckee Springs

A watercolor of what it would look like from Truckee Springs looking back toward downtown. Painting by Jen Mahoney

Take a Walk with Us on the Wild Side of Downtown:

NEWEST CAMPAIGN

(above) Professional cyclist and 
Land Trust Board Member Levi 
Leipheimer scouts bike routes  
on the property.

(left) Professional cyclist and 
Nordic skier Katerina Nash  
walks her dogs Lola and Ruby  
at Truckee Springs.

(above) Aerial view of Truckee Springs and 
the Truckee River. Photo by Lori Carpenter

(right) A map of Truckee Springs, planned 
trails and adjacent public properties that 

will be opened by this project.
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carnivorous plants and recording a conservation easement on 

Jackass Ridge donated by Stefanie Olivieri. The year 2000 

marked the Land Trust’s biggest and most important acquisition 

to date: Schallenberger Ridge. Founding board member Dan 

Wendin successfully wooed the Trust for Public Land into assisting 

in the acquisition of the 2,200-acre ridge that forms the southern 

backdrop of Donner Lake. The Trust for Public Land knew where 

to find state funding from the Wildlife Conservation Board in 

the form of Prop 117 

funding — which leads 

to a shout-out to 

California voters. 

Props 117, 40, 50, 84 

and 68 provided critical 

state-wide funding for 

conservation — some-

thing without which the 

Land Trust’s work would 

be impossible. 

That Schallenberger 

Ridge acquisition 

changed the Land Trust 

overnight — adding to 

the young organization’s 

credibility in creating 

long-term partnerships 

with like-minded 

organizations, state 

funders, agencies and 

donors. 

TDLT carried that 

momentum into the 

Truckee River Project 

in 2002, partnering 

with The Nature 

Conservancy to 

acquire 3,200 acres 

of open space and 

secure conservation 

easements in riparian 

areas on the north 

side of Interstate 80 between Floriston and the Nevada border.  

Then County Supervisor Ted Owens literally saved the deal 

by accelerating a parcel boundary line adjustment from six 

months to a matter of weeks. The Land Trust and its partner The 

Nature Conservancy later conveyed the property to California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

Between 2000 and 2007, the Land Trust aggressively pursued 

new acquisitions  including Johnson Canyon, Grey Creek and 

McIver Hill, allowing for the creation of the new Truckee campus 

for Sierra College. Staffing grew to accommodate the growing 

responsibilities, including Nancy Dulumyea, Kris Norris, Jeff Cutler, 

Tanya Africa, Kellie Wright, Sara Taddo Jones, Dale Lawerence and 

Stan Wingate.

Work began in 2005 on what is still the Land Trust’s most 

pricey acquisition: Waddle Ranch. Owned by one of the wealthiest 

families in America — the Pritzker family of Chicago — this Martis 

Valley property had a 

proposed 1,315-unit 

resort development 

on the table. The 

sellers showed up 

with no fewer than 

three attorneys and 

said,“We’re serious 

about development, 

you better be serious 

about buying.” The 

Pritzkers were, however, 

kind and patient as The 

Trust for Public Land 

and the Land Trust 

scrambled to come up 

with the $23,500,000 

purchase price — 

closing the deal in 

February 2007.

Success begets 

success, and soon 

sellers were seeking out 

the Land Trust. Shortly 

after Waddle Ranch, 

TDLT set its sights on 

two remarkable places 

we never thought 

attainable: Donner 

Summit Canyon and 

Webber Lake.

Donner Summit 

Canyon, at the west end 

of Donner Lake, was owned by Frank “Bucky” Cadjew — a born-

and-raised Truckee local and one of the few folks who can say he 

actually spent the night in the old Truckee Jail on Jibboom Street — 

but that’s another story. The Dutch Flat Wagon Road, Old Highway 

40’s predecessor, runs through the property, making it an important 

part of the region’s history. Stories of Frank running off “trespassers” 

with a shotgun are not untrue.

That daunting reputation made this transaction no small feat — 

Land Trust purchases and conservation easements throughout the Truckee River Canyon protect much of the 
view along Interstate 80 between Truckee and Reno.

The story goes like this: it’s 1990, and 

a couple attorneys, a neurologist, 

a county supervisor, a software 

engineer and a retired oil executive huddle 

around a kitchen table on Donner Lake’s west 

shore, scratching their heads. They’re trying 

to figure out how to prevent a timber harvest, 

which would turn the historic Emigrant Trail 

in Coldstream Canyon into a skid path for 

dragging logs. Everyone gathered is a die-hard 

hiker, and treasures the outdoors and Truckee’s 

rough-and-tumble history.

This unlikely group went on to raise 

$150,000 to acquire 80 acres in Emigrant 

Canyon behind Schallenberger Ridge — the 

Truckee Donner Land Trust had just made its 

first acquisition!

In the following 30 years, the Truckee 

Donner Land Trust’s preserved acres 

have grown from those first 80 acres to 

roughly 40,000.

Started as an all-volunteer organization, 

the Land Trust hired its first two part-time 

employees in the mid-90s: Roz Lorenzato 

as its first Executive Director, and Perry 

Norris, our current Executive Director then 

brought on to assist with fundraising and 

communications. At this point, the Land Trust 

accepted a 34-acre donation near Donner 

Lake that would become a part of Donner 

Memorial State Park, and began an ambitious 

project to ring Donner Lake with the Donner 

Lake Rim Trail. 

Other small acquisitions and little-known 

projects followed — including purchasing 

timber rights next to a wetland to protect 

Two young hikers look across Donner Lake to the Land Trust's early work on Schallenberger Ridge. Photo by Susan Johnson.

30TH ANNIVERSARY

A Retrospective: 
30 Years at the Truckee Donner Land Trust
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Perry Norris of the Truckee Donner Land Trust and Dave Sutton of Trust 
for Public Land dedicate the historic protection of Waddle Ranch.

one conversation went like this: “Frank, we’re trying to make you 

a rich man,” to which he replied, “I am already rich, you got-ta-do 

better than that!” In the end, however, working with Frank was a real 

pleasure.

The canyon was conveyed to Donner Memorial State Park, 

which the Land Trust has tripled in size. At about the same time, the 

Land Trust received an email inquiring if it might be interested in 

3,000 acres north of Truckee. Staff instantly recognized the land 

in question: Webber Lake and Lacey meadows, 3,000 acres of 

“God’s perfection,” as the sellers described it.

The Webber Lake and Lacey Meadows campaign was 

remarkable and seemingly unlikely, because the sellers, Clifton 

and Barbara Johnson, did not have a particularly high opinion of 

tree-hugging environmental organizations. Though Clif repeatedly 

reminded the Land Trust that he “was an environmentalist before 

it was even a word,” he was rumored to have hung up on inquiries 

from the Nature Conservancy several times. The land had been in 

the Johnson family since the 1870s.

After a year of meeting in the Johnson’s kitchen, Clif and Barbara 

entrusted the Land Trust to steward Webber Lake and Lacey 

meadows in perpetuity — declining much more lucrative offers to 

ensure this truly magical place would “stay just as it is.”Today, their 

legacy lives on, and any management decision is guided by the 

question, “what would Clif and Barbara do?”

The excitement over Webber Lake was quickly overshadowed 

by a campaign to “Save Donner Summit,” and in 2012, the Land 

Trust purchased Royal Gorge, 3,000 acres of open space on 

short sale from a bank in Kansas City for $11.75 million. But bucks 

and acres hardly tell the story: over the course of a six-month-long 

grassroots fundraising frenzy, the Land Trust, working with The Trust 

for Public Land and the Northern Sierra Partnership, raised the 

money. This success is largely thanks to the homeowners in Sugar 

Bowl and Serene Lakes (thank you Rob Kautz, Cliff Busby and Ken 

Hall). During this harried time, staff drew inspiration from Winston 

Churchill: “Play the game for more than you can afford to lose … only 

then will you learn the game.”

The Northern Sierra Partnership is the brainchild of Jim Morgan, 

a highly regarded CEO from the Silicon Valley, and his wife, Becky 

Morgan, a longtime California State Senator. Besides TDLT, Jim and 

Becky’s family foundation was supporting the Feather River Land 

Trust, the Sierra Business Council, The Nature Conservancy and 

the Trust for Public Land. With development pressure rising and 

more land coming on the market than ever before, Jim and Becky 

believed a new strategy was needed to accelerate conservation 

and brought together the five organizations to attract new allies and 

resources. The Northern Sierra Partnership has been a booster 

rocket for conservation in throughout the region. 

As the acreage numbers went up, so too did the importance and 

many challenges of managing the land for both conservation and 

public enjoyment.  A campground, access to trails, lakes and skiing 

all added up on the public access side, while critical forestry work, 

an inherited illegal dam and watershed restoration projects all took 

significant time and money to get right, ensuring the ongoing health 

of our lands. 

Fast forward to 2016. The Land Trust and The Nature 

Conservancy, again working within the Northern Sierra 

Partnership, acquired what was referred to by national publications 

as the “secret garden 

of the Sierra,” Lower 

Carpenter Valley. 

Despite only being 

eight miles from 

downtown Truckee 

as the crow flies, very 

few knew about or 

visited the pristine and 

ecologically rich valley 

prior to the Land 

Trust’s acquisition.  

Since 2017, the 

valley has only been 

accessible via docent-

led hikes to protect 

its fragile ecology — 

but this summer, the 

gates will swing open, 

allowing unrestricted 

public access to this 

Truckee gem.

Which Brings Us  
to Present Day
Looking forward at the next 30 

years, the Land Trust still has 

plenty of work to do. Joining the 

multi-thousand acre projects 

TDLT is known for, smaller projects 

like Truckee Springs open a new 

chapter for the organization. 

Looking at our Sierra 

Checkerboard map, it’s easy to 

see so much more opportunity for 

conservation, building a larger 

and larger contiguous landscape 

preserving critical habitat, wildlife 

migration corridors, and endless 

opportunities for recreation. The 

future looks bright for the Truckee 

Donner Land Trust, and our work is 

nowhere near finished.

BEFORE: SIERRA CHECKERBOARD 1975

AFTER: SIERRA CHECKERBOARD 2020
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The maps above show public lands in light green, private in white, and lands 
protected by the Truckee Donner Land Trust and its partners in dark green.

 A hiker on Waddle Ranch near Dry Lake.

The sun rises on a snowy Donner Summit Canyon. Photo by Bill Stevenson

Conserved Lands by NSP Partners and Truckee Donner Land Trust

US Forest Service and State Lands

Private Lands
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It's not an overstatement to say that the landscape of the northern 

Sierra would be different — and not in a good way — without Bob 

Gilliom and Patty Schifferle. Bob and Patty share an indefatigable 

passion for the Sierra, both playing pivotal roles in conservation at the 

state and local levels. The two are a force to be reckoned with.

Now retired, from careers spent with the USGS and California 

Legislature respectively, the couple loves spending time hiking, 

skiing, paddling and biking throughout the region. But their 

commitment to conservation continues, with Bob serving on 

the boards of the Placer Land Trust and the Northern Sierra 

Partnership, and Patty lending a hand at numerous environmental 

causes and nonprofits.

“Bob and Patty are two of the Land Trust’s most stalwart and 

supportive donors. Several important conservations wins would not 

have happened without their help, leadership and generosity,” said 

the Land Trust’s Associate Director John Svahn.

Bob and Patty have been involved in many Land Trust projects 

such as Waddle Ranch, Royal Gorge and Frog Lake. But even more 

noteworthy was the instrumental role they played in protecting 

Lower Carpenter Valley.  When one of the sellers required a 

purchase timeframe that was simply impossible for the Land Trust, 

Bob and Patty stepped in as interim buyers, giving the Land Trust 

time to raise the money to protect the property in perpetuity. 

“We support the Truckee Donner Land Trust because we cherish 

the protection of wetland meadows, streams and lakes, and other 

critical habitat from development –and that’s what TDLT does!” 

Bob said. “TDLT is a truly grass-roots organization that knows their 

landscape, makes smart decisions, and has a proven track record of 

protecting natural lands.”

“TDLT has the foresight and the long view necessary to ensure 

the open space that is the natural fabric of our community is 

protected,”Patty added.“People who love Truckee and our 

surrounding region for all it offers should join us in supporting TDLT. 

Local land trusts are the most effective way to put your contributions 

to work for on-the-ground action and to save these places we love 

in perpetuity.”

Bob Gilliom & 
Patty Schifferle

DONORS THAT MAKE 
THE LAND TRUST TICK:

(above) Bob Gilliom and Patty Schifferle sit with the plaque that commemorates donors to Lower 
Carpenter Valley, a deal that would not have happened without their help. (top right) Lupinus grayi 
illustration by Lissa G. Dodds

LAND TRUST UPDATES

NEW WAYS TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION  
IN THE NORTHERN SIERRA 
Truckee Donner Land Trust is only able to support 30 years of conservation, 
40,000 acres of open space protected, 45 miles of trail and so much more 
because of your support. 

Our staff continues to seek out opportunities to make your generous gifts 
make the most difference for the northern Sierra, and to have the greatest tax 
benefits for you. Take for example a FLIP Charitable Remainder Unitrust. It’s 
quite a mouthful, but if you own a highly appreciated, low-income-producing 
and hard-to-sell asset such as real estate, and are interested in selling the asset 
for a higher investment income, it could be the right tool for you. 

SAVING HISTORY
Last summer the Truckee 

Donner Land Trust lifted the 

historic Webber Lake Hotel, 

a monumental undertaking to 

preserve this structure built 

in 1860 to serve overland 

emigration to California and 

later vacationers like Red Cross 

Founder Clara Barton, actress 

Lola Montez and painter 

Thomas Hill. This $300,000+ 

project would not have been 

possible without your support, 

but ongoing work to preserve 

this historic structure and open 

it to public visitation still needs 

your help.

GRATITUDE

10  2020

This is just one of many tools available for planned giving, and we’d  
love to explore alternatives and create custom illustrations for your benefit. 
Contact our Chief Financial Officer, Ward W. Fansler, CPA to learn more  
at (530) 582-4711 or ward@tdlandtrust.org.

Here’s What It Does
    Tax-free reinvestment: bypass the capital gains and resulting 

taxes on the sale of the contributed asset
   Increase your lifetime income and financial security
   Obtain a substantial income tax deduction
    Make a significant legacy gift to support the Truckee Donner 

Land Trust
   Transfer tax dollars to charitable dollars

Last summer engineers shored up the Webber Lake Hotel and carefully lifted it off the ground to pour a foundation.

The next generation of Sierra stewards explore Lower Carpenter Valley.
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Thank You to Our 2019 Donors
$100,000 and over
California Natural Resources Agency

Theresa and Richard Crocker 

Ralph Eschenbach and Carol Provan 

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation

Patricia Schifferle and Robert Gilliom 

$50,000 to $99,999
Overall Family Foundation 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy  

  

$10,000 to $49,999
Anonymous (2)

Trudy and William Ausfahl 

Robert and Marcia Barnett 

Lori Carpenter 

Dianne and Jeff Child 

Emily and Lance Conn 

Pam Polite Fisco and Dennis Fisco 

Connie and Jon Hartung 

Nick and Sue Hellman 

Douglas Hirsch 

Fred and Barbara Ilfeld 

Chris Kohlhardt 

Cheryl and Peter Kummli 

Howard and Julia Laney 

Hank and Eileen Lewis 

Lanie and Charlie Linker 

Mary ES Loomis 

Jim Loughlin 

The Maintou Fund

Susan McClatchy 

Christney and William McGlashan 

Mellam Family Foundation

Roger Odenberg and Cathleen McCafferty 

Shanna O'Hare and John Davis 

Andre and Kristin Pech 

Ann Reisenauer and Dick Simpson 

Scott Ryan 

Michael and Carol Sabarese 

Chris Sacca and Crystal English Sacca 

Elizabeth Schweinsberg and Lucas Pereira 

Daniel and Charlene Simmons 

Ian Simmons 

Serene Lakes Property Owners Association

Craig and Christina Stephen 

David Straus 

Harry Tarbell III 

Craig Taylor and Carol Drummond 

J. Holley Taylor and Debra Duffer 

Julie Thornton and Craig Falk 

TruSource Consulting Group

Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation

Ward-Young Architects

Dan and Judy Wettstein 

Louise and Jim Wholey 

Kenneth and Megan Wright 

$5,000 to $9,999
Alpenglow Sports

Mary Burchill and Mark Maxson 

Anne Chadwick 

Chevron Matching Employee Fund

Vivian and Bruce Euzent 

Merle and Michael Fajans 

Dan and Monica Flynn 

Diane and David Gandara 

Bill and Sara Jo Goerke 

Isaac and Renee Goff 

Rob and Clair Hamner 

Rod and Jonnie Jacobs 

Sandy and Geoff James 

April and Peter Kelly 

Tim Knuth 

Cheryl and Grady Kromer 

Jean and Andrew Lange 

Steve and Karen Leary 

Mark Linton and Susan Ellis 

Judy Mayorga 

Dirk Mellema 

Cindy and Ron Olander 

Andrew Sabin Family Foundation

Alan and Ellyn Seelenfreund 

Jean Snuggs 

Grace and Steven Voorhis 

Patrick and Tonya Wallace 

Thomas Winn 

Bill and Diane Zuendt  

  

$2,500 to $4,999
Adobe

Apple

Jeanne and Larry Aufmuth 

Emily Barnes 

Ned and Jimi Barnholt 

Joachim and Nancy Bechtle 

Sharon and John Brauman 

John and Julie Buckley 

Tom and Louise Burns 

Geoff and Patty Chin 

Rob and Shana Chrisman 

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

Anthony DeLoney 

David George and Amy Shaw 

Sandy and Peter Golze 

Google

Geoff and Barbara Griffin 

Sally and George Grigoriev 

Anne Harper and Rick Ronald 

Stormy Snively and David Hensley 

Robert and Mary Hery 

Charles and Ellen James 

Lisa and Derek Kirkland 

Douglas Lacey and Cindy Silvani-Lacey 

Mary and Arnie Levine 

Melinda E. Maxfield 

Phil and Carolyn McIntyre 

Chris Ottenweller and Barbara Lovero 

Hope Page 

Lois and David Parsons 

Steve Paterson and Nicky Stenton 

Matthew and Erin Perry 

Donna Poggi and Jay Anderson 

Gretchen and Thomas Selfridge 

Jeri Ann Smith and Tony Francis 

David and Judie Stepner 

Jill and Jack Svahn 

Buck Taylor III and RT Taylor 

Anne Thys 

Jack and Judy Warner 

Bob and Christine Wendin 

William Wendin 

Louise and Dick Wiesner   

  

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous

Chris and Sue Adams 

Carl Anderson 

Mark and Jaime Andrews 

Joe Armstrong 

Thomas and Corinna Ausfahl 

GRATITUDE
Lorelle Banzett 

James and Susan Bartlett 

Denise and John Bates 

Damon and Stephanie Becker 

Gina and John Biondi 

Dick and Carol Bourne 

Jeff and Laura Brown 

Mary and Chip Brown 

Janet and Robert Burton 

Michael Carabetta 

Louise and Frank Champion 

Ernest Chan 

Douglas and Susan Chance 

Jim and Ann Christol 

Susan Church and Robin McDonnell 

John Clausen 

Patty Coe and Barry Freifeld 

James and Marie Colbert 

John and Anne Connolly 

Wayne Crow 

Diane and Will Davis 

Seth Dee and Kerstin Ulf 

Robert and Morrene DeVinck 

Frederick and Amanda Dill 

Donner Lake Property Owners Association

Denis and Barbara Drew 

John and Elizabeth Eaton 

Gerald and Linda Feeney 

Doug and Jane Ferguson 

Annette Fineberg 

Kathleen and Paul Fitzpatrick 

Joe and Jackie Floyd 

Sharon and Kin Fong 

Alexandra Francis 

Yoav and Robin Gal 

Gail Baker and David Giacomini 

Bill Giannini 

Rosemarie Gnos 

Valerie Green 

Charles and Gail Greene 

Susan Groshong and Bob Dillard 

Margaret Lewicki and Ernie Grossman 

Lynn and Ken Hall 

Denisia Halligan 

Arne and Lee Hamala 

Sam and Maryo Hammonds 

David and Gale Harding 

The Haskell Family

Ed and Laura Heneveld 

Bob and Carol Hicks 

Lisa and Jan Holan 

Holdrege & Kull

Wei Hong 

Jeffrey Ishaq 

Bob and Suzanne Jessell 

Johnson & Johnson Employee Funds

Andrew and Katherine Klonecke 

John Kosich and Sherry Scott 

Thomas Kulczycki and Carolyn Magin 

Kevin and Judith Kveton 

Jeff Lang and Cathy Sorisio 

Barbara and Ed Larson 

Carlene Laughlin 

Chilton and Nancy Lee 

Suzanne Legallet 

Matt and Marina Maclean 

Bill and Norma Markley 

Randy and Jenny Martin 

Ed Matthews and Jody Lindell 

Philip and Dian Matthews 

Daniel and Maya McBride 

Alyce McNerney-Stanwood 

Paul Minault 

John Minnes 

Robert Mithun and Kimi Fukotume 

Lynda Moehling 

Mary Montella and Jeff Newman 

Sheila Mullins 

Netflix, Inc.

Paul and Antje Newhagen 

Richard and Catherine Nicoll 

Dudley and Philippa Nigg 

Perry Norris and Seana Doherty 

The North Face

Northstar Property Owners Association

Chris and Maureen Oakes 

Ted and Sara Owens 

Stanley and Georgene Pasarell 

Andrew Pasternak and JoAnn Ellero 

Bruce Pauly 

Sarah Pearsall and Michael Lippert 

Susan Peick 

Danny and Alison Peltz 

Molly Person 

Colette and James Phillippi 

Brad and Trish Piatt 

Wick Polite 

Blair Porteous 

Mike and Cathy Puckett 

Lisa Querimit and Frank Galli 

Amy and James Ramsey 

Gale Rankin and V.J. Bonnard 

Sheila and Ron Raumer 

Lauren Reager and Margaret Sohagi 

Reber Charitable Gift Fund

Albert and Roxanne Richards 

Tom Richardson 

David Riggs 

T. Gary and Kathleen Rogers  

Supporting Family Foundation

Clay and Rachel Ross 

Mike P. Roudnev 

Allen and Cindy Ruby 

Susan Knadle-Salocks and Charles Salocks 

Diane Scanlon 

Scott Schield 

Bill and Ginny Schultz 

Edna and Paul Schumacher 

Art and Sue Scotland 

Sidney and John Scott 

Karen Seaward 

Andrew Seier 

Shanser Family Foundation Fund 

Janet and Mike Shinn 

Steven and Wendy Shray 

Barry and Bobbi Silberman 

Paul and Chris Snowberg 

George Somero and Amy Anderson 

Philip and Grace Starr 

James Teddy 

Bill and Mary Alice Thauvette 

Gretchen and Garfield Thomas 

Greg and Jennifer Tirdel 

Barbara and Don Tornberg 

Brita Tryggvi and Art Takaki 

Laurel Turner 

Tom and Pauline Tusher 

Michael Ueltzen 

Ursack Inc

Steve Vallarino and Raini Sugg 

Peg Van Camp and Carol Patterson 

Peter Van Der Naillen and Bridget Flanagan 

Nanine Van Draanen 

Frits and Letty Vanderlinden 

Robert and Diane Wagner 

Ken and Lynn Weakley 

Dan Wendin and Ellie Huggins 

Angela White 

Buzz and Jan Wiesenfeld 

Cole and Grace Wilbur 

Mike and Lisa Wise 

Sue Woodward 

Doug and Terry Young 

Jaz Zaitlin and Mark Nienberg 

David Zimmerman 

Mark and Mary Lou Zoback  

  

$500 to $999
Kurt Adelberger 

Bruce and Ann Ajari 

Peter J. Amsden and Scott W. Showen

Karen Andrews 

Walter Auerbach 

Jennifer Bailey and John Zeisler 

Ruth and Daniel Baker 
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Bank of America

Maureen Barnes 

Barbara Bianchini 

John Biebl 

Linda and Steven Blake 

Bob Family Fund

Heidi Bosselman and Tom Logue 

Helen Bradley and Steven Kleiman 

Juliet W. Bradley 

Elizabeth Bremner and Karen Crow 

Jason Brooks 

Carl and Nanon Buchell 

Laurie and Charles Burden 

David and Judith Burke 

William Cadman 

Richard L. Caplin, M.D. 

Donna Chipps 

Tim Choate and Elizabeth McKoy 

Charles and Marcia Cohn Growdon

Sherry and Bob Conrads 

Nancy and Arthur Costa 

Jeff Cotsifas and Kiersten Burke 

Tim and Laura Crandall 

John and Barbara Crary 

Kevin Crosby and Katie Pruski 

David Cureton 

Ruth Daniel and Kendrick Lee 

Kathy De Paola and Tim Bigalke 

Michael Declerck 

Debbie Douglass 

Judy Dowdy 

Drummond-Dulberg Familly

Richard and Sherry Dumke Charitable Foundation

Chrissy and Denton Earnhardt 

East Bay Community Foundation

Dean and Daria Eppley 

Ward Fansler 

Robert and Cathy Farnsworth 

The Flora Family Foundation

Brian Foster 

Chris Fox 

Diana and Michael Fredrich 

Daniel Friel 

Bill and Jackie Gage 

Greg and Penny Gallo 

General Mills

Clara Gerdes and Ken Greenberg 

Andrea Glassberg 

Stanford Goldman 

Michael and Molly Graham 

Mickey Gray and Nancy Latimer 

Robert Green and Kathleen Kearley 

Michael and Gail Griesmer 

Sarah and Parke Hafner 

Paul and Larissa Hail 

Judith and Robert Harms 

Padget Kaiser and Robert Hauck 

John and Sarah Hebda 

Fran Haulman Herbst 

John Hetz and Noelle Allen Hetz 

Nancy and Mark Himelstein 

Kevin and Beth Hirsh 

James and Barbara Hodder 

Loren and Isobel Hostek 

Sarah and Sam Hoyle 

Charles and Martha Hutchings 

Matthew and Connie Ives 

Diana Johns 

Pati Johnson 

Scott Kessler 

Marion Keyworth 

Laura Kodres and Daniel O'Brien 

Jason Kuntz 

Sue and Peter LaTourrette 

Jonathan Lee 

James Lemoine 

Susan Levine 

Robin Lewis 

Paco and Carol Lindsay 

Mike and Ann Linnett 

Sherman Little 

Jane Marie Loomis 

Todd Lopez and Debi Lorraine 

Joan Ludlam and Dan Leighton 

James and Elisabeth Mailhot 

Jennifer Martin and Daryl Odnert 

Robert and Marty Martin 

Russel and Lesley Martin 

Leslie and Mike Maulhardt 

Andrew May and Vanessa Taylor 

John and Kathy McCorduck 

Theresa and Andrew McCullough 

Dennis and Nancy Meyer 

Mimi and Burnett Miller 

Scott and Suzanne Montgomery 

Cameron and Marcia Murray 

Victoria Nassi 

Lois and Frank Noonan 

Dennis Pagones 

Blair Paterson 

Jennifer Pearsall and Jordan Kobert 

Michael J. Pease 

Lesley Dellamonica and Bruce Penner 

Janet Peterson 

Debra and Graeme Plant 

Kitty and Lee Price 

Psomas

The Raczek Children Charitable Fund

Aparna Reddy 

Craig and Kathryn Ritchey 

Erin Robbins 

Rose & Pinson Charitable Account

Sheila Ryan 

Salesforce.org

Gregory and Susan Schaffer 

Jeffrey Schloss and Emily Desfor 

Monica Peters Sellery 

Doug and Eva Sherman 

Pamela Sherwood 

Sandi Sherwood 

Aleksei Shestakov 

Mary Simpson and James Reinke 

Frank Smith and Dian Duryea 

Sonja Sorbo 

James Stamos 

Jim and Lydia Stang 

Cindy and David Stanley 

Kasson and Luke Stone 

Shaun and Suzanne Sullivan 

Elizabeth Suzuki 

John, Heather and Eric Svahn 

Tahoe Mountain Sports

Tahoe Trampers

William and Barbara Tellman 

Joshua Thompson 

Guy and Nicole Thomsen 

Sharon and John Tiner 

Colombe and Blake Tresan 

Marilynn and Bob Trounson 

Truckee Overhead Door

Kimberly Twombly and Scott Wu 

Upham-Lindley Family Fund

Peter and Melissa Valchev 

Teri and Mark Vershel 

David and Anne-Marie Walker 

George Wertheim 

Timothy West 

Alonzo Wickers 

Chris and Susan Wilkens 

Carol Wilson 

Jim and Rosemary Winterberger 

Ping and Jacqueline Wu 

Jan and Louise Zabriskie 

Linda Zarzana 

Ron Zech 

Suzanne Zimmerman   

  

$250 to $499
Anonymous (2)

Charlie and Mary Almestad 

Osvaldo and Eddy Ancinas 

Jeanine Barnes 

Lynden Beale 

Jan Benes and Vera Houdek-Benes 

Mike Sokolsky and Sue Blockstein 

Richard Booth 

Amy Bowden 

Rick and Hope Brandsma 

Leealyn and George Brandt 

William Brinckerhoff 

Elizabeth R. Brown 

David and Andrea Campos 

Kelley Carroll and Paige Derdowski 

Renee and Michael Child 

Eric and Maria Clothier 

Dick and Ellen Cochran 

Joyce Colbath-Stewart 

Linda and Glenn Common 

Linda and John Compisi 

Brian Connors 

Leslie Cooley 

Bill and Evelyn Covington 

Alexa Culwell 

Nancy D'Amico 

William and Rosalee DeLacy 

James Delehanty 

Paul Denzler 

Vanessa and Thomas Dillof 

Diana Dohrmann 

Orlo and Marilyn Elfes 

Sally and Rodger Engebrethson 

Judy and Terry Erhardt 

Robert and Dianne Evans 

Elizabeth and Charles Farnsworth 

Tim and Diana Fitzpatrick 

Robert Flanagan and Sue Mendelsohn 

David and Genny Fleming 

Howard and Barbara Fleming 

Bill and Martha Folk 

Leigh Fong 

John and Allyson Fryhoff 

The Fuller Family

Eric and Yolanda Gage 

Anne Gaillard 

William Gardner and Judy Brown Gardner 

Carol and Ed Geiger 

Michael and Virginia Genovese 

Scott and Sabrina Gledhill 

Keith Goebel 

Michael and Laurel Gothelf 

David and Jan Marie Graber 

Laurie Gregory 

Terry Griffith 

Richard Taylor and Tracy Grub 

Debbie and Jeffrey Gualco 

Don Hagerty 

Bradley Hamel 

Amy Hecht and Michael Fine 

Chris Hellman and Tricia Hellman Gibbs 

Per and Mary Joy Hilmo 

Susan and Derek Hine 

Kyle and Anne Hoffman 

Susan Hoffmann 

Jeffrey Holl and Joan McDermott 

Laura Holl 

Evelyn and Thomas Hunt 

Dot Ingels 

Intel

Leanna Jacuzzi and Brad Thomas 

Chris Kantarjiev 

Lisa Kapellas 

Kirk and Elana Keil 

Karen and David Keller 

Loren Kimura 

William and Diane Kirkham 

Rachel Klein 

Allyson and James Kreimer 

Jill and Carsten Kristensen 

Susana Krulevitch 

Barbara Krusi 

Byron and Corinne Lee 

Elaine Leitner and Steve Zieff 

Pamela P. Lewis and Robert Perez 

Laura Lindgren and Allan Crawford 

Judith Lomax 

Kerri and Mark Lubin 

Jack Macy 

Leif Magnuson 

Ernie Malamud and Olivia Diaz 

Janet and Greg Mann 

Roxanne and Chris Maples 

Bob Marshak and Judy Kelly 

Mary and Larry Marshall 

Don and Lynn McKechnie 

Chris McNamara 

Pat and Kathie Mead 

Peter and Joan Melrose 

Edwin and Peggy Meyer 

Clara and Robert Miller 

Jane Miller and Peter Ronald 

Terry and Kevin Miller 

Brenda and George Milum 

Marlene Mirassou and Stephen Houlihan 

Kevin Mitchell 

Michael and Elizabeth Mooney 

Steve Mott and Lee Ann Ragusa-Mott 

Julie Munger 

Phyllis Munsey 

Katerina Nash 

Sheila and John Nichols 

Kevin and Donica O'Laughlin 

Richard and Dolores Orsi 

Henry Pastorelli and Carla Dorow 

Mark Poppoff 

JP Prince 

Bill and Eve Quesnel 

R.W. Charitable Trust

Curt Reed 

Susie Reisfelt 

William Reller 

Jeff and Mylene Reuvekamp 

Tanya Reuvekamp 

Page and Ferrell Sanders 

Teebie and Jamie Saunders 

James Sherman 

Naomi Silvergleid 

Mark Slomoff and Dorothy Dube 

Russell Snyder and Jennifer Lavail 

Ben, Heather and Margaret Solomon 

Sandra and Jeremy Sommer 

Brian Spear 

Richard and Marcy Terry 

Douglas and Maris Uchikura 

Nick, Kit and Steve Urbani 

Brooke and Amanda Wells 

Jay and Jeanette Wertheim 

Bobbi and Jim Westphal 

Mark Whatley and Danuta Zaroda 

Suzanne and James White 

Mara Wildfleuer and David Crone 

Glenn and Leota Woods 

William and Marilyn Wright 

Jim Kelly and Karen Yokoo 

Bonnie and Jim Zellers 

Daniel J. Zimmerlin

  

$100 to $249
Anonymous (7)

Jennifer Absey 

Susan and Al Adams 

Alisa and Luca Adriani 

Amazon Smile

Leona Anderson 

Sean Anderson 

Denise and Tom Andrade 

Jim and Barbara Andras 

Michael Angeley 

Andrea Appell 

Claudia and Dennis Argyres 

Paul and Alice Arthur 

Steve and Nancy Lee Ascher 

Steve Ashcraft 

Michelle Au 

Sherry Auerbach 

Howard and Anita Backer 

Jennifer Baker 

Lindsay Barnes 

Lynette Barnes 

Janice Barrett 

James and April Barry 
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Janet and K Baumgartner 

George and Betsy Bechtel 

Arlene Becker 

Belinda Beckett 

Rosario and Richard Beebe 

Don and Lone Beeson 

Jack M. Beggs 

Tom Behlmer 

Steven and Mindy Benton 

Wayne Best 

Anne Biagini 

Stan and Donna Bienus 

Tom and Linda Biesheuvel 

Michael and Geraldine Bigelow 

Dana Miller-Blair and Gregory Blair 

Kathy Bobseine 

Toni and Monika Bock 

Cathy Bonnar and Dennis Roseman 

Glenn and Marilyn Borchardt 

Joyce Bordelon 

Jean Bordon 

Thomas and Kelly Bosche 

Edward Bouwhuis 

Carol Bowa 

Eric and Carolyn Bower 

Bob Bowles and Leslie Benson 

Diane K. Boyer 

Jack and Lynette Branagh 

Herb and Sara Brannen 

Philip and Laurie Brazier 

Karen Brems 

Mara Bresnick and Dan Eaton 

Alice Brew 

Dick and Connie Brooding 

Marvin Brooks 

Dave and Terry Brown 

Steven and Patti Brown 

Stuart and Suzanne Bryan 

Jerry Buchanan 

Julia Bueren 

Coralie and Joe Burgess 

Joan and Dale Bush 

Mary Ann and Douglas Button 

Joseph and Tatyana Buxton 

Neil Byres 

Jerry Cahill and Kathleen King 

Zoe Call 

Christine Campbell 

Lurana Cancilla 

Richard and Myrna Cartano 

Scott and Sue Carter 

Mary Corley and Pete Castro 

Julie and Greg Cater 

Robert Cattolica 

Steve Catton and Maureen Sheehy 

Joan and Sandro Centofanti 

Joel, Janice and Steven Chaffin 

John Chen 

John and Margaret Chiarenza 

Brad Christofferson 

Aric Clark 

Richard Clark 

Wayne Clark 

Lisa Cline and Jon Maienschein 

John Cobourn 

Alan and Jan Coe 

Deborah and Frank Collin 

Brent and Dianne Collinson 

Susan Colombo 

Miles and Patricia Congress 

Helen Conway 

Robert Cook 

Al Coppin 

David Corbin 

Lynn Cordner 

Rosemary and David Cortopassi 

Maria Costa 

Colleen Costello and Sebastyen Jackovics 

Nancy Cotton 

Jeff Coulter 

William Courchesne 

Jon and Jodie Crase 

Breeze Cross 

Diane Curtis 

Joseph Curtis 

Edmund and Barbara Czerwinski 

Katy and Ron Dalgleish 

William Davidson 

Dave and Sandy Davini 

Eric Davis 

Neil and Ronna Davis 

Mary Deakyne 

Joan Dedo 

Fred and Ginger DeGregory 

Charles DeLoney 

James and Janine DeMartini 

Tom Derr 

Kenneth and Teresa Ann Detweiler 

Karen and Jim Dobberstein 

Sandy and John Donatoni 

Eileen Donnelly and Tom Plumb 

David Douglas 

Marijo and Bruce Douglass 

Al and Lynne Dover 

Phyllis Dragan 

Mike Drews 

Jeannette Duff 

Jim Duffy and Kathleen Eagan 

Craig and Christine Duncan 

Harrison Dunning 

Bill and Diane Durston 

Dan Duryea 

Deane and Patricia Dvoracek 

Tom and Deb Echenique 

Arlene and Mike Edminster 

Joe and Toni Egan 

Monica and Curt Ehlers 

Denise Ellestad 

Jo and Larry Ellis 

Robert and Margaret Elo 

Ronald Elvidge 

Robert and Rebecca Epstein 

Emil and Margaret Erickson 

Emily Evans 

Julie Faisst and Mark Schwartz 

David Falconer 

Jenise and Brad Falk 

Olga Fedorova 

Todd Feeley 

Kimberly and Robert Felton 

Kay Fenton 

Nancy and Roger Ferch 

Fernanda Franco-Ferrara and Paul Ferrara 

Diane and Scott Fickes 

Patsy and George Fish 

Leonard and Jan Foreman 

Marilyn Foreman 

Richard and Susan Fox 

Tim and Linda Fraguglia 

Mark and Nancy Franich 

Carolyn Franks 

Martha Frantz 

Lincoln and Richard French 

Lisa Frost 

Don Fulda 

David Galson and Diane Kile 

Kim and Bob Garcia 

Toni Blair Garrett 

Lisa Jay Gelfand and Tom Tormey Jr. 

Thomas Armstrong and Margret Geselbracht 

Georgia and Steve Giondomenica 

Gisela S. Steiner Survivor's Trust

Jennifer Glenesk 

Rolf Godon 

Daniel Goeschl and Anne Dain-Goeschl 

Noah Goldberg 

John and Louise Goodman 

Georgene and Bob Goodstein 

Doris and Tom Gorin 

Betty Gorman 

Ben Grasseschi 

Thomas and Mary Gray 

Windsor Green 

Ashley Greenhalgh 

Holly Gregory 

Herb and Norma Grench 

John Grogan 

Sherrin Grout and Donn Marinovich 

Robert and Betty Gudz 

Thomas and Sandra Guldman 

Victoria and Donald Gustafson 

Tori Halligan and Mathew Schenk 

Judy and Bruce Halverson 

Jon and Julie Halvorsen 

Aaron Hancock 

Rod Handeland 

David Hannah 

Alice Hannam 

Anita Hansen 

Keith Hansen 

Shermain, Mike and Claire Hardesty 

Nancy and Milt Hardyck 

John Harrington 

David and Carole Harris 

Wendy and Alan Harris 

Kirke and Nancy Hasson 

Denise and George Hastings 

Chris and Michelle Hauck 

Karl and Billi Haug 

Donna Hays 

Russell Hays 

Gillian Hayward 

Rachel Hekemian 

Derek Hellar 

Marcy Helm and Mark Smallen 

John and Barbara Hendricks 

Ralph H. Hendrix 

Fern and Gary Herrmann 

William and Alexandra Hersh 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise

Susan Hida 

Marlene Hillard 

Peter and Linda Hoch 

Carolyn and Kenneth Hodges 

Therese Iknoian and Michael Hodgson 

Melissa Hodous 

Michael Hogan and Debbie Kelly-Hogan 

Dave Holmes 

Ray and Kathy Holstead 

David and Lisa Homrig 

Harold Honath and Judy Anderson 

Steve and Margie Honegger 

David Horan 

Rosemary Hoskinson 

Joseph Howard 

Susan Howard 

Walter and Joan Huber 

Jake and Lauren Hudson 

Joseph and Sue Huettl 

Jane Hunt 

Ralph Hunt and Barbara Christy 

James and Janice Hutton 

Jerry and Nancy Ives 

Jeanne Jackson 

Garth and Marcia Jacober 

Rudolfo and Mary Jacuzzi 

Alfred and Bonnie Janssen 

Robert Jenkins 

Jennifer Jennings and Michael Bledsoe 

Ellen and Gilbert Jensen 

Ervin and Denise Jindrich 

Anna Marie Johns-Baker 

Roberta and David Johnson 

Stephanie Johnson 

Anthony and Elisabeth Anne Jones 

Charlie and Mary Jones 

Hilary and Susan Jones 

Joan and Russ Jones 

Linda Joplin 

Jennifer Josephs 

Robert Judson and Monica Vocos Judson 

Juniper Network Foundation Fund

Norm and Karen Justesen 

Richard A. Kannisto 

Jack and Emilie Kashtan 

David Kean and Tanya Africa 

Joseph Keeler 

Marnie and Mark Kelley 

John and Jennifer Kelly 

Micki Kelly and Mike Josselyn 

Edy Klang 

Joan Klein and Scott Staggs 

William Kleiser and Nancy Bertrand 

Mark Knippen and David Prohel 

Walter Knoepfel 

Annie Knudsen 

Christian Knuetter 

Erik Koehler 

George and Kate Korsh 

Rebecca Koster 

Kristin Koush 

Tim and Debra Kustic 

John La Torra 

Laura Laasko 

John Laettner and Joan Anderton 

Amy Lange and Donald Welsh 

Bryan and Hilde Largay 

Heather Larkin 

Vicki LaRovere 

Evan and Maureen Lee 

Levi Leipheimer 

Julie Leonhard 

Diane Levy 

Donald E. Lewis 

Richard and Robin Lewis 

Nancy and Bob Link 

Thomas and Juliane Link-Oberstar 

Tom and Laurel Lippert 

Steve and Jodie Litster 

Norman and Marion Livermore III 

Christine Lodge 

Jennifer and Joshua Loftus 

Elinor Lolly and Thomas Osborne 

Lori and Ross Lowis 

Jean Ann and Charles Luckhardt 

David Ludvigson and Julie Knight 

Robert and Patricia Lufburrow 

Hilda and Nelson Luke 

David and Earline Lund 

Craig and Carol Lundin 

Doug and Betsy Lurie 

Amy and Rob Lynch 

Frances Macomber 

Macy's Inc.

Gina Majorsky 

Janet and John Makin 

Don and Pat Malberg 

Doug Maner 

Roger Mann 

Dorothy Markiewicz 

Laura and Brian Marlow 

Dyan and James Mart 

Terry Martin 

Sheldon and Carol Matthys 

Renee and John McAmis 

Betty and Tom McClaskey 

Britt and Mary McConnell 

Mary McConnell 

Diane Young McCormack 

Mike and Jamie McDonald 

Anna McGee 

Doug and Ricki McGlashan 

Bill McGuire 

Julie and Dave McKown 

Jim McNamara and Nancy Ann Nelson 

Ron and Annika Medak 

Peter and Laura Meier 

Kara Mendive 

Mary Metcalf 

Karen Midkiff 

Catherine and John Milbourn 

Yvonne E. Kerby-Miller 

Judith Minium 

Nick and Darcy Mironov 

Douglas and Joanie Misley 

Rick Mitchell 

Donald Moe and Terry Ehret 

Peter and Katie Mondavi 

Larry Montgomery 

Diana Moore 
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Michael Moore 

Adrian and Elizabeth Mopas 

Michael, Jennifer and Paul Moran 

Claudette Morgan and Donald Phillips 

Hank and GiGi Morgan 

Carol and Don Morris 

Linda and Peter Morris 

Robert Morton 

Shawn and Marie Munger 

John and Susan Munsey 

Thomas Murphy 

Dana Nadeau and Joel Richnak 

Ruth Thor Nelson 

Robin Nenninger and Robert Nugent 

Mariflor Ness 

Scot Nicol 

Mendi Nisbet 

Lisbeth Noel 

Rose and John Northrop 

Sylvia Nunez 

Rebecca Nystrom and Marijean Greene 

Lauren O'Brien and Steve Poncelet 

Bruce and Anita Ochieano 

Carole and Vincent O'Hare 

Andrew Okun 

Tracy and Scott Olney 

Marcia and Rodney Omachi 

Brian and Julie O'Melveny 

Christine and Edward O'Neill 

Kay and Monte Osborn 

Tracy Ou 

Robert and Jane Owen 

Michael Paparian 

Chris and Kay Parker 

James and Marcia Parker 

Theresa Patterson 

Gail Paulin and Jim Carlson 

Walter Payne 

PayPal Giving Fund

Natalie and Eric Pecoraro 

Luis Pena 

Mark and Karen Perlroth 

Cameron Peter 

Gilbert Peterson 

PG&E Corporation Foundation Matching Gifts

Michael and Susan Phelan 

Philosophy

Bryan Pierce 

Michael and Rosalind Plishner 

Glenn Polochko 

John Pope 

Michael and Marybeth Porfido 

Jim and Marianne Porter 

Judith and David Porter 

Dara and Scott Potter 

Glen Poulsen 

Jean-Charles Poussin 

C. Scott Powers and Bridgett Low 

Karole Morgan-Prager and Ken Prager 

Dave and Caroline Pratt 

Peggy and Thomas Prescott 

Karen Price 

Pamela Raynak and Harold Dawson 

Steve Rebscher 

Robert and Leslie Reilly 

Rondi and Stephen Rembert 

Joan Renne 

Gordon Repp 

Erich Rex 

Eric and Elaine Ring 

Bob and Cheryl Riopel 

Jane and Jerry Risk 

Jed Ritchey 

David Robinson 

Janet Robinson and Rob McCray 

Gerald and Antoinette Rockwell 

Erik and Deborah Rogind 

Richard and Judith Rohlf 

Jenifer and Brian Root 

Paul and Debbie Rose 

Aileene and Robert Roth 

Peggy and Martin Rubenstein 

Nancy and Ken Rudin 

Sharon and Bob Ruffner 

Barbara Russell 

Bill Russell 

Maureen Russell 

Linda and Brook Russon 

David and Christine Ryan 

Ashley and Jake Ryder 

Jennifer and Steve Ryder 

Thomas and Jill Sampson 

Gail and John Sande 

Pat and Gail Sanguinetti 

Benito Santos and Emily Weissman 

Maria Sargent 

Frank Sarnquist and Loreli Trippel 

Karen and James Sarrail 

Paul and Rebecca Sassenrath 

Nancy Schaeffer 

Jo Ann and Bill Schmidt 

Pamela Kitchens-Schock and Charlie Schock 

Bill Owens and Nancie Schoener 

Mary and Mike Schrupp 

Brian Schusterman and Camille Jensen 

Pamela Schwarz 

Walter and Lynn Scott 

Lydia and Jim Seely 

Robert and Jean Segale 

Nancy and Joseph Segreto 

Meg Seifert 

Lorraine and Rick Shea 

Barry Shilman 

Katharine Shiomoto 

William and Shira Shore 

Jerry and Donna Silverberg 

Michael and Cathleen Simmons 

William Simmons 

Beverly Singer 

Irina and James Scott Sinnott 

Linda Slattery 

Larry and Barbara Smilie 
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Truckee Donner Land Trust and its partners have successfully 

purchased Frog Lake — a spectacular crystal-clear lake framed 

by 1,000-foot cliffs that hasn’t been open to the public for nearly a 

century.

Part of a campaign that also included nearby Red Mountain and 

Carpenter Ridge totaling nearly 3,000 acres — Frog Lake not only 

preserves a new, beautiful wild place, it creates a new opportunity 

for the Land Trust: backcountry huts.

Open year-round for hikers, riders and skiers — these planned 

huts will provide a truly unique wilderness experience and open 

up multi-day adventures. The huts will be located in a breathtaking 

granite cirque more reminiscent of the Yosemite high country than 

the metamorphic peaks common in the region.

Set northeast of Castle Peak, Frog Lake will be accessible via 

Crabtree Canyon Trail out of Tahoe Donner, and from the Warren 

Lake Trail starting from Donner Summit. In winter, access will be 

via skis, snowboard or snowshoes. The backcountry ski terrain in 

the area is fantastic, with beginner to expert runs on all aspects. A 

three to four hour ski will get most skiers to the huts, depending on 

conditions.

“I’ve been skiing back near Frog Lake for many years. The terrain 

is expansive, with steep chutes, wide-open bowls and mellow tree 

skiing,” said John Svahn, associate director of the Land Trust.

The huts, which will be able to accommodate as many as 24 

Opening Frog Lake 
with New Backcountry Huts

The Milky Way over Frog Lake. Photo by Helen Pelster

MAKING YOUR MONEY GO FUTHER NEW BACKCOUNTRY HUTS

Leveraging 
Your Donations 
for Impactful 
Grants

Over the course of the last three decades, 
the Land Trust has protected nearly 40,000 
acres of open space in the northern Sierra. 
Although TDLT relies on many large grants 
from public agencies to support these 
acquisitions, roughly half the funds come from 
private donations — from people like you.

Each dollar donated helps attract even 
more funding; public support, both in 
actions and in dollars and cents, is a major 
consideration in the awarding of grants from 
entities like the California Natural Resources 
Agency, Sierra Nevada Conservancy, and 
the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation. 
Your contributions, whether it’s $100, 
$10,000, or a few hours volunteering, are 
critical to helping the Land Trust secure 
public agency funds.

Not only does your support increase 
TDLT’s likelihood of receiving these funds, 
but the money wouldn’t be available without 
your vote. Propositions 117, 40, 50, 84 and 
68, all passed by California voters, have 
helped fund many of the Land Trust’s most 
important acquisitions.

So, just as each conservation win builds on 
and multiplies the benefits of the last, your 
contributions and votes build and multiply, 
ensuring that the Land Trust continues to 
be able to meet asking prices and protect 
northern Sierra gems.

On behalf of everyone here at the Land 
Trust, thank you. Without you none of this 
would be possible.

Conceptual renderings of planned backcountry huts at Frog Lake, created by SageModern Designs.

A sandhill crane in Lower Carpenter Valley. Photo by Bill Stevenson



truckee donner land trust  2726   2020

Frog Lake, framed by 1,000-foot granite 

cliffs and surrounded by pristine forests, may 

be the headline-getter of the Land Trust’s 

recent acquisition, but Red Mountain and 

Carpenter Ridge, which complete this nearly 

3,000-acre deal, are just as important.

As climate change and development 

threaten northern Sierra wildlife, migration 

corridors become increasingly important. 

These new acquisitions multiply the 

conservation benefits of nearby TDLT 

projects by creating larger contiguous 

swaths of protected land for wildlife like deer, 

bear, bobcats and coyotes, and countless 

native bird populations. Red Mountain and 

Carpenter Ridge connect with previous 

conservation wins like Independence Lake, 

Lower Carpenter Valley, and Crabtree 

Canyon to fill in some notable blank spots in 

the Sierra Checkerboard.

In addition to this acquisition’s 

importance for wildlife, it is also protects 

watersheds. Red Mountain splits Euer 

Valley and Crabtree Canyon from Lower 

Carpenter Valley. Carpenter Ridge 

divides Lower Carpenter Valley from 

Independence Lake. Both ridges collect 

water and feed springs that are critical to 

the waterways in the valleys below.

From a recreation standpoint, conserving 

these lands will allow us to create incredible 

trail connections. We have our sights set 

on new trail projects that will link Donner 

Summit to Frog Lake, over Red Mountain 

into Lower Carpenter Valley, up to the top 

of Carpenter Ridge above the Sagehen 

drainage, and eventually down to the 

shores of Independence Lake. Extensive 

new backcountry adventures will become 

possible right in Truckee’s backyard.

To learn more about this project, go to 

truckeedonnerlandtrust.org.

Looking down from Carpenter Ridge to the meadows of Lower Carpenter Valley below. Photo by Robb Hirsch

NEWLY PROTECTED LANDS

Opening Red Mountain & Carpenter Ridge
Lupins blooming among the mule's ear.

(top of page) A skier descends down to Frog Lake.

(left) Frog Lake at sunrise. Photo by Helen Pelster

visitors total, will be professionally staffed with comfortable 

accommodations and a fully furnished kitchen for overnight stays. 

Running water, flush toilets, lights and heat will all be available. Beer 

and wine sales are also planned.

“The huts will be well furnished,” Svahn said. “You just bring 

your sleeping bag, food and a toothbrush, and we’ll have the rest 

covered. It’s not the Ritz, but the views are world class.”

Backcountry huts have proven popular in the European Alps for 

more than a century. Colorado has well over 100 huts, while the 

Sierra lags behind with less than 10 — some more akin to simple 

shelters than huts.

“People are going to want to hang out and relax,” Svahn said. 

“It’s no big deal if it’s a storm day — bring a book, bring some 

friends.”The Land Trust will begin accepting reservations online 

later in 2020. The huts will fill quickly; other huts in the Sierra use a 

lottery for making reservations.

“There’s no doubt the demand for this type of experience is 

there,” Svahn said.

The Land Trust is also working with local professional mountain 

and ski guides to provide access for less experienced backcountry 

travelers.

Two of the huts will each accommodate four to six guests, while a 

larger hut will comfortably house groups of eight to ten. Both groups 

and individuals are welcome.

Two local firms with extensive experience in design and 

construction — Paradigm 8 and SageModern — are spearheading 

the design and permitting of the huts. The huts employ a high-tech 

modular design that will be durable, easy to transport and construct, 

and utilizes materials that are eco-friendly. Building them off-site will 

minimize impact to the natural splendor of Frog Lake as well.

Want to get in on a backcountry adventure at the new huts? Stay 

tuned to truckeedonnerlandtrust.org or sign up for our monthly 

eblasts to be the first to know when reservations become available.

The sunset hitting Red Mountain. Photos by Robb Hirsch
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The Truckee Donner Land Trust Board and Staff are continually 

amazed by the support of people like you. Each year hundreds of 

volunteers take to our trails with tools in hand to build and repair 

trails, and dedicated volunteer docents share their passion for and 

knowledge of the area with the public on TDLT hikes.

But this year a new set of volunteers stepped up in a very big way 

by helping the Land Trust raise awareness and money for a major 

new acquisition: Truckee Springs.

We would like to express out heart-felt thanks to Andy Barr, Jeff 

Brown, Lisa Gelfand, J-P Patkay, Anna Klovstad, Jennifer Pearsall 

Kobert, Tony Lashbrook, Levi Leipheimer, Paco Lindsay, Jack Macy, 

Stephanie Olivieri, Breck Overall, Ted Owens, Jim Porter, Daniel 

Simmons, Brita Tryggvi and Lisa Wallace. We couldn’t do this 

without you.

Each of these individuals brought their expertise, unique 

perspective, and a whole heap of enthusiasm to this project. They’ve 

been critical in spreading the word to their friends, families and 

colleagues. They have spent hours in committee meetings, working 

together to develop strategies, pick projects, and take on the 

daunting work of raising millions of dollars.

So again, on behalf of the staff and board of the Truckee Donner 

Land Trust, thank you to our Truckee Springs committee members. 

We look forward to standing together at Truckee Springs and 

raising our glasses in celebration!

Thank You to the 
Truckee Springs Committee!

Lower Carpenter Valley was acquired and protected by the 

Truckee Donner Land Trust in 2017, a win that gained national 

attention. The press latched on to describing it as “the secret garden 

of the Sierra” because of its lush meadows that support abundant 

biodiversity, including a rare species of carnivorous plant, and 

threatened bird species.

Lower Carpenter Valley’s ecological importance fueled 

impressive public support for the campaign to purchase and care 

for it. Unlike other Land Trust projects, that sensitive and rare 

ecology also meant that the gate couldn’t just swing open to the 

public when the acquisition was completed.

Since 2017, the Land Trust has led hundreds of visitors on 

free docent-led hikes into the valley to experience and better 

understand the meadow’s incredible and abundant natural 

resources. At the same time, TDLT’s stewardship team was hard at 

work creating plans for public access that will not compromise the 

fragile biodiversity that makes it unique in the Northern Sierra.

Fast forward to 2020, and staff are ready to implement these 

thoughtful plans. Trail crews have completed the dirt work on new 

trails. Boardwalks to protect the meadow, a trailhead and parking 

will be completed shortly after the snow melts. The Land Trust’s goal 

is to permit public access as early as possible this summer. Docent-

led hikes will continue until then if allowed under current health 

guidelines. The property will be open for day use only, sunrise to 

sunset.

A new trail replaces the old roadwalk, skirting along the edge 

of the meadow, and quickly reaching the edge of Prosser Creek. 

From there it meanders through willow thickets, offering numerous 

wildlife and bird-watching opportunities. Along the way you’ll find 

picnic areas and viewpoints. 

Sign up for our monthly emails to be the first to know when the 

trail is open at truckeedonnerlandtrust.org.

Opening
Lower Carpenter Valley

PUBLIC ACCESS

Prosser Creek meanders through Lower Carpenter Valley. Photo by Robb Hirsch

Members of the Truckee Springs Campaign Committee  
hard at work 2020-style: via video conference.

POWERED BY COMMUNITY
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Forestry Projects Underway to 
Improve Forest Health and Safety

As the manager of tens of thousands 

of acres of open space, Truckee Donner 

Land Trust takes sustainable forestry very 

seriously. As wildfires become an ever more 

common threat in the Northern Sierra, 

TDLT aims to both enhance the health of 

our forests, and protect our community. 

At Webber Lake and at Royal Gorge, 

the Land Trust is beginning its second year 

of forest restoration work thanks to more 

than $750,000 in grant funding from the 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy. The work 

will reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire, 

create a healthier ecosystem, and help 

make the forest more resilient in the face 

of a changing climate. Work is complete 

on 105 of the 200-acre project at Royal 

Gorge and 120 of the 185-acre project at 

Webber Lake.

The Land Trust is working with local 

and state agencies on two other forestry 

projects. The first is with CalFire that 

includes 1,170 acres owned by the Land 

Trust, US Forest Service, Sierra Pacific 

Industries, Teichert, Vail and Truckee Tahoe 

Airport District improving wildfire safety 

along Truckee’s eastern edge. The other is 

a Truckee Fire Protection District Project 

working on Land Trust lands along with 

areas in Tahoe Donner and Alder Hill to 

reduce hazardous fuels and improve forest 

health. 

More information about Truckee 

Donner Land Trust’s stewardship work 

ensuring the protection of these lands 

for generations to come can be found at 

truckeedonnerlandtrust.org.

Truckee Donner Land Trust couldn’t celebrate its 30th 

anniversary without celebrating big progress on the Donner Lake 

Rim Trail.

A marquee project for the Land Trust born in the organization’s 

early days, the Donner Lake Rim Trail was originally envisioned as 

a 25-mile trail circling Donner Lake on the peaks and ridges of the 

Sierra Crest.

Last year marked a major milestone for the popular multi-use trail  

— the northern portion of DLRT is 

complete! Four new miles added 

last summer brings the total to a 

little more than 12 miles running 

from Castle Valley to Northwoods 

Boulevard in Tahoe Donner. 

The new section, which adds to 

popular existing segments of trail 

and the Wendin Way Trail, has 

been popular with hikers, runners, 

and riders. The trail meanders 

through beautiful forests and alpine 

meadows, and winds between 

massive granite boulders below the Tahoe Donner ridgeline, 

offering unique views of Donner Lake and the crest.

Behind the scenes, staff has been hard at work planning 

the southern and western reaches of the loop trail. Planning 

and permitting is underway for a route tracing the spine of 

Schallenberger Ridge above the south shore of Donner, gaining the 

summit, and working west toward our Royal Gorge Property before 

swinging north to connect to the existing trail on the other side of 

the Interstate.

The Land Trust is teaming up 

with Placer County, who will share 

this stretch of trail as part of their 

Memorial Overland Emigrant Trail, 

which will continue west. Donner 

Lake Rim Trail will connect to our 

Royal Gorge Trail System as well, 

opening up countless opportunities 

for adventure. Learn more at 

truckeedonnerlandtrust.org.

STEWARDSHIP TRAIL NEWS

A cyclist passes through a field of forget-me-nots on the newest stretch of the Donner Lake Rim Trail.

BEFORE: UNHEALTHY FOREST

AFTER: HEALTHY FOREST

Making Miles on the
Donner Lake Rim Trail

Mahala mat flowers grow up to the edge of Wendin Way Trail, a popular 
connector trail on the Donner Lake Rim Trail.

A before-and-after example of forestry on Truckee Donner Land Trust lands.



Protecting open space and making it available to the public for 30 years.

P.O. Box 8816
Truckee, CA 96162

Non-Profit Org.

US Postage 

PAID

Permit #1

Kings Beach, CA

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED


